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SHORT-TAILED ALBATROSS (5) 

LAYSAN ALBATROSS 
MATCH NUMBERED PHOTOS WITH TEXT ON REVERSE. 



Identification of Live Birds: 
Please match numbers with photos on front. 

Bill outlines are life-size for positive identification. 
BLACK-FOOTED AND L AYSAN 

ALBATRO SS SHORT-TAILED ALB ATR OSS 

( 1) SHORT-TAILED, J uvenile (6) BLACK-FOOTED ,Ju vehile 
First two months at sea 

� farge, light gray bill with 
craces of pink 

Similarities 

� Difficul t to clisringu.ish; completely brown 
body and wings, dark bill and legs 

Differences
� Smaller dark gray bill 
� White on face at base ofbill 

No te: Bill of young shore-railed albatross changes to pink probably within its first two 
months at sea. Ir departs from nest mid -May to early June. 

(2) SHORT-TAILEDJ uvenile/Immature 

� Confusion with other species unlikely at chis stage 
� Completely brown body and wings 
� Large pink bill 
� Pale legs (sometimes dark) 

(3) SHCJRT-TAILED, Immarure 
- ~ 

,~, 
Similarities 

� Brown body, some white on 
.:_ chest and face 

..,, Differences 

� farge pink bill 
T-

� Pale legs 
� Brown rump and 

undereail 
� Brown wings with whir 

parches on upperwings 

� Smaller clackbill 
� Dark legs 
� White rump and 

underrail 
� Wings all brown 

(7) BLACK-FOOTED , Old adu

(4) SHORT-TAILED, 
Sub-adult 

Similarities 
� P.ink bill (Laysan bill varies yellowish to pinkish -beige) 

Fff•~1 
~ 

· 
~~ � White body with brown back 

� Pale legs 
~ =· ·· Differences 
� Dark cap n oock of head/neck � White head/neck 
� Brown ancl JVhite upperwings � Brown back and 
� Lacks eye pa ch 
� Back more ma cle~brown 

~ No te: Can bree:d ar chis stage. 

(8) LAYSAN ALBATROSS, 
All ages 

" (5) SHORT-TAILED , \J\ Adult-full grown 

· "b\ Similarities 
Y"&,;·- � Pink bill (Laysan bill varies 

~ yellowish copinkish beige) J- ._:l -
,'( � Whi te body 

.:.;..., ~ � Pale legs 

'«"' \ Differences� White heacfliieck with yellow tinge 
� White back
� Brown and white u-flr rwings 
� Licks eye patch 'I.\ 

� White head/neck wi thout yellow tinge 
� Brown back and upperwings 
� Dark gray eye patch 
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(8) LAYSAN ALBATRO SS, 
All ages 
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GENERAL DESCRIPTION S 
Short-tail ed Albatross 
Phoebastria albatru s 
Can occur anywhere in the North Pacific 
Ocea n during ALL months. Currently Less 
than 200 breeding pairs. Multiple threats 
throughout its range require international 
coopera tion to prevent its extinction. During 
various stages, can be confused with black-foot-
ed and Laysan albatrosses. Eull grown chicks 
completely brown; dark legs; large bill grayish 
with pink traces (1). Not known exacdy when 
bill develops distinctive pink color (2) but 
thought to occur during first rwo months at sea. 
As they mature, legs become pale; white pace.hes 
replace brown plumage (3 and 4-). Eventually 
exhibits nearly all -white body; white head and 
neck with yellow tinge; white and dark h,-own ~ 
wings; white back (5). ~ 
Breed.J:Japan 
Estimatedbrll?iling pairs: 180if" 
Black-f ooted Albatross 
Phoebastria nigripes 
Mosely brown throughout its life and always 
has white at base of dark bill (6 and 7). Dark 
legs. Develops a white rump and more white on 
the face and chest as it matures (7). 

Breeds:Hawaiian Islands, Japan 
Estilllated breedi11gpairs:7 1,000 

Laysan Albatros s 
Phoebastria immutabilis 
A white-bod.ied albatross, like rhe ndult short - ~ 
tailed albatross , bur solid dark h,·own :.­
from wing tip to wing tip on upper side; dark 
back (8). Pink bill but can vary. Legs pale. 
Plumage colors do not change . 

Breeds:Hawaiian Islands, Japan, Mexico 
Estilllatedbreedingpairs:630,000 

OTHERFACTS 
Albatrosses are adult -size when they leave the 
nest and spend their first several years at sea. 
They mate for life. Both sexes of these three 
species raise a single chick annually, which cakes 
5 to 6 mon ths. If one parent is killed , the chick 
also clies and rhe mace is not replaced for up 
to three years. These three species have an 
approxima te 7-foot wingspan and range across 
the entire Noreh Pacific Ocean. They can live 40 
years or more. 
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~ 
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Please report sig htin gs of sborMailecl 
albatrosses to the U.S. Fish & W ildlif e 
Service: 1-800-272-4174. The only way of 
knowing the shore-railed albatross' age is from 

leg bands placed on them as chicks. By report ­
ing tl1e following information, you are con-
tributing co the knowledge of this endange red 
seabird's pelagic range: I) D ate and tim e 

2) Vessel's position 3) .Plum age characteris-
tics 4} Th e leg-ba nd colo r comb inations 
(both right and le ft Leg) 

Pho1ogrt1ph1: 
.Hiroshi Hasegawa, Elizabeth Mitchell. VIREO 
Tex1/Dt.rign!Ar1/Grt1phics: 
Elizabeth Mitchell, Greta Tristram 
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